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AGENDA 

1. Welcome 

2. Apologies 
3. Minutes of previous AGM 

4. President’s Report 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
6. Team Reports 

7. Election of office bearers 
a. Declare all positions open 

i. President - 
ii. Vice President - 
iii. Secretary -  
iv. Treasurer - 
v. Assistant Treasurer -  
vi. Assistant Secretary -  
vii. Fundraising Officer -  
viii. Uniform Officer - 

ix. Equipment & Safety Officer - 

x. Social Activities Officer -  
xi. Online Communications Officer -  

xii. Newsletter Editor -  
xiii. General Representatives -  

 

Meeting Closed 
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BLUEBIRDS SOFTBALL CLUB INCORPORATED 

Minutes - 2014 Annual General Meeting 

26 April 2014 

 

Apologies: Glenn Durose 
 
Previous minutes read  Moved:  Leah Paulette 
     Seconded: Tegan Holt 
 
No business arising from minutes 
 
Reports read 
President’s report   Moved: Richard Johnson 
     Seconded: Lou Thomas 
Treasurer’s report   Moved: Lisa Arscott 
     Seconded: Leah Paulette 
Coaches’/Team Reports  Moved: Lisa Arscott 
     Seconded: Kev Sheldrick 
 
Previous committee stood down and Roy Arscott took the chair. 
 
Election of Positions 
 
President    Kerrie Neilson 
Vice President   Kevin Sheldrick 
Secretary    Richard Johnson 
Treasurer    Tammy Mattsson 
Assistant Secretary   Leah Paulette 
Assistant Treasurer   Lisa Arscott 
Fundraising Officer   Tegan Holt 
Social Activities Officer  Sally Johnson 
Online Communications Officer Justin Durose 
Uniform Officer   Sandra Foley 
Equipment / Safety Officer  Glenn Durose 
Newsletter Editor   Vicky Carr 
General Members   Louise Thomas, Karen Morrison, Kellie Arscott, 
     Jess Mattsson, Rachel Harriage 
      
Meeting closed @ 7:35pm 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
I will start this report by thanking everyone that volunteered their time this season, Committee 
members, coachers, scorers, managers, umpires and parents  without everyone’s help we would not 
be the successful club we are today. 
 
This season we entered 8 teams into the KDSA / SEMR summer competition.  Under 12 mixed, Under 
15 Girls, Under 15 Boys, Under 17 Girls, Open Men’s, Open women Division 1,2 & 3 
 
Out of the 8 teams entered 5 of our teams made the grand finale, Under 15 Boys, Under 15 Girls, 
Under 17 Girls, Open Women Division 1 & 2. 
 
2 teams won the Grand Final, Under 17 girls and Division 2 Women’s teams taking home the 
premiership.  It was an excellent effort by everyone. 
 
Congratulations to  
 

- Adam Dodson, who was runner-up in the SEMR Under 15 Boys' Best and Fairest; 
 

- Alana Zwart, who was runner-up in the KDSA Division 2 Women’s' Best & Fairest and was 
named MVP in the SEMR Under 17 Girls' Grand Final; 
 

- Samantha Arscott, who was named MVP in the KDSA Division 1 Women's Grand Final; and 
 

- Jess Mattsson, who won the Alan Vogt Award for best KDSA player in the Under 17 State 
Championship 
 

Also this season we ran a very successful T-Ball program, this was head up by Lisa Arscott. The aim 
for the T-Ball program was to teach children aged 3 to 7 the fundaments of softball and to have fun 
while playing games. In February our T-Balls played 2 games against Ejays  to showcase the skills 
they had learnt over the season. Fun was had by all our players. A big thank you to Lisa and her 
coaching team for making this day possible, I describe it as organised chaos. 
 
We had a number of players play representative softball this year: 
 

- Julieanne Kinsella & Georgia Reynolds,   Aussie Sparks National Development Tour to Taiwan 
and the United States. 
 

- Adam Dodson, Jared Reynolds & Alana Zwart, Victorian Development Squads in Adelaide. 
 

- Peter Forsythe, Special Olympics Melbourne. 
 

- Adam Dodson, Jared Reynolds, Jess Mattsson, Rachel Harriage, Julieanne Kinsella , Georgia 
Reynolds , Alana Zwart & Teigan Kyle Taylor, Under 17 Boys & Under 17 Girls Softball 
Championships Frankston. 
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- Alana Zwart, Julieanne Kinsella, Georgia Reynolds & Heather Hyland, Softball Victoria team at 
the Softball Australia under 15 Regional Championships in Adelaide. 
 

- Jared Reynolds & Adam Dodson Aussie Sparks National Development Tour to New Zealand 
 

- Tamara Foley, Heather Hyland, Julieanne Kinsella, Emilly Mattsson, Georgia Reynolds, Caitlyn 
Wynne & Alana Zwart, along with Lisa Arscott and Izzy Kinsella (Coaches) and Karina 
Deutscher (Manager), KDSA Under 15 girls team at the Waverley Easter Carnival. 
 

Well done everyone. 
 
Good Luck to our 3 Bluebirds teams competing in the June Masters in Shepparton 
 
Off the diamond we had great success to with fundraising and grant money. 
 
Richard Johnson worked very hard on the City of Knox Community Development Fun application 
which we successfully received over $5,000 to purchase new equipment.  This grant money was 
used to purchase new equipment for the new Men’s team, the Division 3 Women’s team and the 
Under 12 team, along with a number of new bats for junior teams.  Richard also contacted a 
number of companies for donations to our trivia night. 
 
Looking into the future 
 

- The 2015/ 16 Softball Season will be Bluebirds 30th year and I am very excited we will be 
going into our 30th year being the strongest and biggest Softball club in Knox. 
 

- Increasing member numbers. 
 

- Increasing player numbers. 
 

- Increasing teams. 
 

- Continuing with and growing our T-Ball program. 
 

- Promoting the sport of Softball. 
 

- Continuing to be a family orientated club.   
 

I would like to thank everyone for a great 2014 / 15 season and would like to wish Bluebirds 2015 
/16 committee the best of luck for the coming season. 
 
 
Kerrie Neilson 
President  
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

The financial statements of the Bluebirds Softball Club Incorporated for the year ending 31 March 
2015 are contained on the following 3 pages. 
 
 
Tammy Mattsson 
Treasurer 
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COACHING REPORTS 
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TEE BALL 

In 2014-2015 the t/ball program got up and running. We started off with approximately 16 children 
aging from 3 to 7 year olds. We played many games to help with ball skills and techniques for 
softball.  The coaching staff were Kellie Arscott, Kayleigh Durose, Tegan Holt and Myself (Lisa 
Arscott). 
 
By about week 5 Kellie and Kayleigh had become confident in coaching the kids. Kellie organised 
training sessions for each week communicating this with Kayleigh and myself. Tegan and I became 
the umpires for the end of training T/Ball games. These training sessions were twice a week, 
Wednesday afternoons and Saturday mornings. Saturday mornings was to get them seeing other kids 
coming down and playing softball. 
 
The kids were great fun to work with and sometimes a little frustrating. The theme for this season 
was to have fun and learn how to focus on simple tasks. The children earned themselves ice blocks 
and red frogs occasionally for good listening and trying hard. 
 
After the Christmas break we had a gala day playing against E-Jays T/Ballers. We played two games 
of about 3 innings.  The kids did a great job along with the coaching staff. The club put on a BBQ for 
lunch and fun was had by all. We were going to finish the program on this day as we were heading 
into semi-finals for the competition but the kids did not want to finish so we continued for another 
two weeks. 
 
I would like to thank the coaching staff for all their efforts and hard work and patience. I would also 
like to thank the parents for their help at different stages when asked (for toilet runs and keeping the 
kids on task at different times). 
 
Thank you to Tegan Holt for taking photos and videos at different times while we played our games. 
 
Another thankyou goes to the U/12 children who helped mentor the kids. They also joined in and 
played the games with them and sometimes against them. They thought off team names and made it 
fun with cheering their teams on. 
 
A big thank you goes to Tegan, Karina and Michael who helped each week with getting the 
equipment to our sessions and looking after it during the week. 
 
It was very rewarding coaching these children, seeing the improvement not only in their game skills 
and the learning of the T/ball game but also in how they got on socially on and off the field. They 
helped each other improve.  I was also proud of the young coaches for all their time and effort and 
how they managed to talk to the parents when they needed to. They too improved each week and the 
kids enjoyed playing with them. 
 
I am sure the program will continue and more children join. Kellie is already thinking of games to play 
to improve their knowledge of the game and skills. I hope to see all the kids return next year. 
 
 
Coaches: Lisa Arscott, Tegan Holt, Kellie Arscott, Kayleigh Durose  
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UNDER 12 MIXED 

The U/12 mixed team had a very difficult season this year. Training was not up to standard. 
 
With all the teams training on the same night this year it was difficult to get the whole team together 
for a training session. We had some kids play in the U/15's and their training times were at the same 
time as the U/12's. This meant that a full team turn up was not possible. 
 
It also meant that time on a proper diamond was hard to get for training. 17 had diamond 1, 15's had 
diamond 2, T/ball had diamond eight which left the U/12 on the grass between.  It also meant that I 
was not able to focus on T/Ball all the time unless I combined the two.  This was not fair on the 
U/12's, something we have to look at this next season. Despite all of this we did manage to train and 
we mainly worked on batting skills. 
 
We did most of our learning on Saturdays during the game and we still managed to make the Semi 
Finals. Some great plays, big catches, even a few home runs were seen throughout the season and 
the game of the year was our semi-final game. 
 
We went down by 1 run against a team who beat us convincingly in the rounds.  I was very proud of 
this team which tried hard and didn't let the losses get to them. 
 
The coaching staff was the same as T/Ball Lisa Arscott, Kellie Arscott, Kayleigh Durose, Tegan Holt 
and our scorer was Sally Johnson. Thank you team you did a great job. 
 
I would also like to thank Michael Saunders who helped with every training as Kellie and Kayleigh 
looked after the T/Ballers and Tegan had to work and couldn't get there until later. 
 
Again I would like to thank Tegan and Karina for looking after the equipment and transporting it to 
each game and training session. 
 
I hope you all come back next season as I can see some real potential with this team. 
 
 
Coaches:  Lisa Arscott, Tegan Holt, Kellie Arscott, Kayleigh Durose 
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UNDER 15 GIRLS 

This season we started it off with ten players, 6 from last season and 4 new players, so we had a  
challenge to get the new girls to be confident and settle in with the team.  When two more girls joined 
the team we had plenty enthusiastic player's to work with. This meant quite a few new players and  
lots of work teaching the girls the game and skills they needed to play. 
 
Thought the season the team won lots of games and getting through the finals and to play in the  
grand final was a great achievement for girls thanks to all that helped us through the season I would  
like to thank my assistant coaches Bill Zwart and Izzy Kinsella for there great help over the season. 
 
I'd also like to thank Dianne Wynne my scorer for a great job though out the season. 
 
Thanks you girls it has been a rewarding season and I hope to see you all again next season. 
 
 
Coaches:  Glenn Durose, Izzy Kinsella, Bill Zwart 
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UNDER 15 BOYS 

Once again I had the pleasure of coaching our under 15 boys this season. The team was a mixture in 
more ways than one, we had boys from Heathmont, our boys from Bluebirds and one from Pinewood 
and with our three under 12 boys also playing in the team that made for a team of boys ranging from 
9 to 15 years old. 
 
The start of the season we had a bit of trouble playing as a team but this was soon to change as 
friendships were made and the boys started to bond as a team. Fun was always a high priority for 
this team and the boys soon work out they played their best softball when they followed this mantra. 
 
We finished fourth after the home and away season but that by no way reflects the standard of 
games that we played. As we started finals the boys really showed their true ability by winning both 
the semi and the preliminary in convincing style. Well done boys you really show me that you were 
listening at training and I am proud of all you and that I had the privilege to coach the team. After a 
tough fought grand final we lost by one run and could have been very different result if not for some 
events not in our control. 
 
All in all a very rewarding season for team and coaches. I must thank Nick for being my assistant 
coach, who would get the boys going so early on a Saturday. Also Dave and Malcolm for steeping up 
when nick was not there or help was needed, Karen who took up the role of team manager  which 
brought some order to the sometimes mayhem , finally Mirren our scorer for taking on that step 
learning curve , well done and thankyou everyone. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Adam Dodson for his years of service in this team, I 
know he is not the only boy that has played their last game in this age bracket but he is the only 
player still in the team when I started coaching the boys. Well done Adam and I wish you all the best 
with softball in the future. 
 
 
Coach: Justin Durose, Nick Durose 
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UNDER 17 GIRLS 

What a difference a year makes.  These girls came to the season wanting to be challenged and we 
did just that.  We made the training sessions harder and introduced new techniques and the girls just 
thrived! Not only did we push them, they pushed themselves. Many training days when i arrived at 
the grounds, the girls were already doing their warm ups.  It was a tough start and we had to 
overcome some obstacles but we did it all as a team. From our hitting to our fielding the girls 
continually improved, even drawing comment from coaches of other teams of what a high level they 
are playing at. Throughout the season they learned to work consistently as a team and our final 6 
games showed it. 
 
I came into the season excited to work with the girls again and they have exceeded my hopes for this 
year. It has been so rewarding to see them develop their skills over the year and put into practice all 
the things they learned at training - especially run down plays. Practicing that run down in most of 
the training days paid off in two of the final season games when it came to a "real life" play. The girls 
caught two players and got the outs.  On the first one, the girls were so excited to see their practice 
pay off in a game and experience how it all comes together.  The second one, the girls made it look 
as though they had been doing it all along and were eager to show everyone that they were ready to 
take it all. 
 
The girls also wanted to do things on their own to grow stronger.  Whether it be hitting or fielding or 
just skill training, they were willing to do things outside of training to make themselves and the team 
stronger. I was really impressed when players would ask me for extra exercises and additional drills 
to do. The players that showed this initiative, showed improvement in their skills, thank you for the 
commitment and the love of the game, it really shows. 
 
The girls came through as a team. I cannot stress that hard enough. They were a family by the end of 
the season and it showed. We are all different in our personalities but in the end, it all blended and 
they worked together to look and play flawless ball. I had so much fun watching the girls at the end 
when it all came together. Yes, I still stressed, as I always will, but, it was a fun stress and made me 
remember why I love the game so much. 
 
Thank you girls for a wonderful season.  We came from 4th place last year to the grand final 
PREMIERS this one. I could not be more proud of you all. Your love of the game shines through and 
makes me proud to be the Under 17's Bluebirds Coach. I was so happy to be able to Skype you all 
before your grand final and when you won it all, you had me in tears of happiness and pride. You girls 
worked hard to reach your goal and you earned it. Congratulations girls, enjoy it all. 
 
Thank you to Glenda, the one person who was able to keep it (and me) cool during the season. You 
kept the girls in line and were able to answer my questions about what previous batters had done 
without missing a step with the current batter. You are all that I can ever ask for in a great 
scorekeeper. Thank you for always being there for both me and the girls.  
 
 
Coaches: Kim Heffernan, Izzy Kinsella, Vicky Clarke 
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OPEN MEN 

This was the B Grade Men's first season together and this was the first time most of the men had  
played softball in a SEMR B Grade competition. 
 
The first challenges was trying to find where to play everyone on the ground but I feel the best setup 
at the later half of the season had work well. 
 
The season was a learning stage for the team seeing us only managing to drew one game and only  
lose by 1 run in several games but overall I think we did alright and I enjoyed playing with all of the  
guys. 
 
I'd like to thank the guys that helped out when we low in numbers thanks Jarrod Reynolds, Justin  
Durose, Richard Johnson, Jackson Hunkin, Todd Walker and Mick Saunders for filling in. 
 
Second we would like to extend a big thank Annette Doddson for scoring most of the season and  
Dianne Wynne for filling in to score. 
 
I look forward to seeing you guys again in the summer season 2015/ 2016. 
 
 
Coach: Glenn Durose  
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DIVISION 3 WOMEN 

The Division 3 team this season comprised: - 
 

• 6 mums of players; 

• 5 players from last season; 

• 4 new players; 

• 3 players who are related; 

• 2 of our under 15s providing assistance; 

• one player returning after a lengthy absence; and 

• a partridge in a pear tree. 
 
That should give you an idea of the spirit with which the Division 3 women played this season. 
 
This year was a big learning curve for a lot of our players: we started the season with essentially a 
novice team, and spent most of the season playing against teams that had a number of very 
experienced players.  We won 3 and drew 3 games (out of 20), during the regular season, but 
managed to beat all teams except for the eventual premier. 
 
Our aim was to be make the girls competitive come finals: our semi-final was a closely fought game 
against an Ejays team with a number of experienced players who also play in their Division 2. 
 
We are really proud of the way the girls played.  While they made lots of errors (primarily due to a 
lack of experience) they enjoyed themselves while doing it.  Further, we were the only team that 
played with only Division 3 players all season, and we were playing against some teams with players 
that have been playing for over 15 years. 
 
Special thanks to everyone who helped to score this season (primarily Tegan Holt, and also Sally 
Johnson), and thanks to Justin, Glenn and Roy, who all provided coaching assistant when Richard 
was working and Kirsten was training.  Thanks also to Emilly Mattsson and Tamara Foley, who played 
in the team and did all of the catching.  Hopefully one of the ladies will have discovered that they can 
catch by next season! 
 
We hope to see you all next season to continue developing and hopefully push the other teams in the 
Division harder. 
 
 
Coaches: Richard Johnson, Kirsten Angland 
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DIVISION 2 WOMEN 

I can't take the credit for training this team as I trained the same time they trained. 
 
If the seniors are going to train together then the coach of this team should not be a senior player. In 
saying this I enjoyed coaching this team on Saturdays and helping them get to the Grandfinals. This 
team is what we call a development team as it has a mixture of both junior and senior players. This is 
the second season we have done this and it is the second season we have taken out the granfinal 
win. The junior players are a real asset and get the opportunity to play positions that they may not get 
to do in their own age group. 
 
This is called developing players teaching them other positions and skills. The senior players 
sometime become coaches instead of mentors but it did work out in the end. 
 
We did have injuries this season with some players, Tegan didn't really get to play until after 
Christmas, Kim was unable to finish the season, Izzy had a broken toe, Sally managed to tear both 
calf muscles (on different occasions) and Lou had a few games off due to non-softball related 
injuries. We had to ask players from other teams to help fill in regulary. Thank You to Samantha, 
Natalie, Tamara, Laura and Vicky for filling in when needed. 
 
Thank you to Justin who did most of their midweek training, Julie for assisting me in coaching, Kev 
for being a claytons coach but was there when needed and Vicky and those who helped with the 
scoring of the games. 
 
Well done team and next season I will ensure we won't have more than 3 signals (hahaha). 
 
 
Coaches: Lisa Arscott, Julie Hansen 
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DIVISION 1 WOMEN 

Another season with the div 1 team and a slightly different team with some new fresh faces, 
welcome Jess and Rachel, this has had the added a side effect,( which I believe is a good 
thing)players on the bench which is something this team hasn’t had for some time. 
 
We started the season with a flash of big hitting and tight games while missing one or two key 
players. But that was evened out by the return of two of our long time players that had a season off to 
be moms, welcome back Leah and Kerrie.  We had a little form slump in the middle of the season 
and as a coach I tried some different fielding positions. 
 
Finals came around and we had finished third on the ladder just missing 2nd buy two points as a team 
we played some of our best games in the semi and preliminary final unfortunately being runners up in 
the grand final.  Thanks to Bill for coaching with me and even taking the reins a few times. 
 
Thanks to our long time scorer Jenny, you expert scoring save me more than once this season. I hope 
to see everyone back next season so we can build on the great team we already have. 
 
 
Coaches: Justin Durose, Bill Zwart 
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GAME COUNT 
FIRST NAME SURNAME TOTAL GAMES 

KIRSTEN ANGLAND 80 

KELLIE ARSCOTT 124 

LISA ARSCOTT 178 

SAMANTHA ARSCOTT 301 

LIAM BONNER 23 

CULLEN BRONTE 9 

VICKY CLARKE 205 

NATALIE SONES (NEE DAWSON) 308 

ROD DENNIS 11 

KARINA DEUTSCHER 17 

ADAM DODSON 97 

DAVE DODSON 10 

AMBER DRAFFIN 22 

BLAKE DUNGAN 11 

CAROLYN DUROSE 39 

GLENN DUROSE 14 

JUSTIN DUROSE 2 

KAYLEIGH DUROSE 97 

MICHAEL FOLEY 13 

SANDRA FOLEY 29 

TAMARA FOLEY 93 

PETER FORSYTHE 9 

RORY GEINITZ 10 

EVA GOTTSLING 23 

EATHON HALE 20 

MARILYN HAND 30 

JULIE HANSEN 37 

RACHAEL HARRIAGE 119 

KIM HEFFERNAN 29 

JOEL HOLDEN 9 

TEGAN HOLT 100 

JACKSON HUNKIN 1 

DI  HYLAND 10 

HEATHER HYLAND 69 

CHARLOTTE JOHNSON 5 

GRACE JOHNSON 34 

RICHARD JOHNSON 3 

SALLY JOHNSON 134 

EMILY KEFFORD 15 

ALAINA KETT 114 

IZZY KINSELLA 78 

JULIEANNE KINSELLA 127 

SARA KIRBY 10 

TEIGAN KYLE-TAYLOR 119 

BELLA LEISHMANN 8 

GARRY MATTSON 12 

EMILLY MATTSSON 102 

JESSICA MATTSSON 78 

TAMMY  MATTSSON 28 

CHARLOTTE MAY 14 

EMILY MAY 15 

MIRREN  MCKENZIE 18 

JACK MORRISON 6 

SHIRLEY NASH 22 

KERRIE NEILSON 528 

LEAH PAULETTE 331 

GEORGIA REYNOLDS 89 

JARED REYNOLDS 59 

MALCOLM REYNOLDS 14 

HOLLY REYNOLDS  39 

AMELIA REYNOLDS-BILLING 1 

BRANDON SOMPHANPANYA 55 

JESSICA SAUNDERS 15 

MICK SAUNDERS 3 

EMMA SCHUL 1 

LAUREN SHELDRICK 14 

MADDY SMART 9 

MELISSA SOUTTER 17 

ROSE TAYLOR 93 

LOU THOMAS 130 

MATTHEW WAKE 11 

TODD WALKER 2 

CAITLYN WYNNE 19 

JEFF WYNNE 13 

KAHLI-ANN WYNNE 11 

ALANA ZWART 70 

BRIDGET ZWART 22 

 


